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WRECK OF THE KETCH G.V.H.
INQUEST ON THE BODIES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

An enquiry was commenced Wednesday, October 16eachool-room, Cape Barren Island, before MrHAY
Ferguson, coroner, and a jury of seven - ThomasBawilliam Holt, John Maynard, jun., Edward Steps, Harold
Walker, Edward Brown, and George Maynard. Mr. EdiMatephens was elected foreman. After viewing tids and
scene of wreck, the following evidence was takdnlifPThomas, jun., a half caste, sworn, statedh-SDnday evening,
October 13, at about five o'clock, | saw the ketckl.H.; the wind being north-west, blowing hardeskas coming
towards Cape Barren Island, about a quarter of@fnaim shore; | came home and did not see henati@re were rocks
ahead of her when | saw her; she was about a qudirdemile outside the Whale Rock. To the foremathought she
would be wrecked; the reason | left was | had stakg foot and wanted to get home. To the cororstalted my foot and
did not think it was my duty to wait and see if tBe/.H. was wrecked; she had sufficient room toghdut when | say
her, and clear everything. Clarence Brown, a ha#ft€, sworn, stated - In company with Philip Thgmas, | was on the
hill and saw the G.V.H.; she appeared to be tryingear the rocks on the one board; | could fomopinion as to
whether she was in danger or not; if the captathttiad he could have brought her round, and ruk @ Preservation
Island; there was too much sea for her to staya#t not sundown; the rock could be plainly seenthedoreman-I thought
she was in danger; there was room to wear her fitstiseen.

To the coroner- | thought she would have cleahedaest end, that is the reason I did not waitéongn Monday, 14

inst., when pulling out to the steam€harlotte Fenwick | picked up the figure-head belonging to the G.VitHwas about
nine o'clock in the morning; this was the a firgirhation | had of the G V.H. being wrecked; itss@laud Smith told me
the figurehead was off the G.Y.H.; | was presenemthe body of Oscar (other name unknown) was foimeas found

on the stones at high-water mark near Bung's Piiatfigurehead was at the Flat Rock, Sandford ;Bdyave no doubt
the body found was a deck hand on the G.V.H.btiy was a lot knocked about by the rocks; | ditirecognise the
body till John Mansell told me it was Oscar, bt @ertain now | have seen him on three or fouasions previously; he
was staying on Cape Barren about 10 months agm Nlansell, half-caste, sworn, stated - | wasgmewhen the body
of James Milligan, master of the ketch G.Y.H., fiest observed ; | did not see the face, but cauéar to the clothes and
head, as the head was very bald.

To the foreman - | knew Milligan for some time, drelieved him to be master a of the G.V.H.; whamfbthe body was
close to Bung's Point; this was about 10.30 Monddth inst. ; there was a lot of wreckage aldrgghore; the hull of
G.V.H. and part gear were washed ashore; | saother bodies.

Percy Napper, police constable, Straits a Islasern, stated- | have seen the five bodies pickedruCape Barren; |
recognize James Milligan, Oscar, a seaman on tféHG.:and Mr. Newitt, a passenger; the first | ttkar knew about a
the wreck was when the figurehead was s pickeah tipei passage; | heard the previous evening (Suiagber 18) a
ketch had been seen off the west end of a Capem®aupposed to be the G Y.H.; | proceeded alompdach to try to
find the wreck in company with several others; wst saw some water casks, then portions of thesiidgs of the ketch
G.V.H., clothing, and general cargo; while lookamgongst the wreckage | heard a "cooee," and pdeckto the place,
where | found the body of Oscar; while lookingoatcar's body | heard another call, and going tfanad Milligan's body
had been discovered; Edward Mansell then took mehere another body had been found, that of a femfabut 15 years
of age; | got the bodies on the bank and contirmgzdching, finding a quantity of clothes which ted to believe there
were others on board; on the following day Henrgvm told me he had found the body of Mr. Newitt,iethl also
recognised; he then informed me he had found aléehmaly, which | knew to be Mrs. Ferguson; | ga Hodies carted
from the scene of the wreck to the township to damiinquest.

At this stage the enquiry was adjourned till thkofeing morning at 10 o'clock.

On Thursday morning at 10 o'clock the followingdsarnice was taken:- Thomas Smith, a half-caste, swtated - | was
on board the cuttefhorne; we were in company with tli&V.H. at George Town and Waterhouse Island on Sunbay, t
13th; there were three passengers - two femalesm@aanale - on board besides the master and deck haave no doubt
but the passengers found on Cape Barren are thase¢re on board the.V.H.

To ajuror - None of the passengers to my knowledgeested the captain to start from Waterhouseydissel was not
deeply loaded; | am not aware the skipper had teéesight; the wind was to the west when | last ae G.V.H., shortly
afterwards altering to N.W.; she was then makingight for the west end of Cape Barren.

To the coroner-Before leaving Water house the sk theG.V.H. expressed his intention of reaching Kangaromttla
that night, but failing to get there tried to redhpe Barren.



Edward Mansell, half-caste, sworn - | found theypotla female on the beach Monday, October 14pukhsay her age
was about 18.

To a juror-l found the body on Bung's Point, amarlys rocks, about half .tide out ; | called th@stable and pointed the
body out to him; | was not there when the body regsoved; my opinion is the body came from the k&dhH; there
were two paddles lying close to the body it wasuali® o'clock in the morning; | was one of thetfisvisit the scene of
the wreck with Clarence Brown, John Mansell, andelaMansell; the constable arrived about 20 minates.

Henry Brown, half-caste, sworn, stated - On Tuesdagning about eight o'clock | found the body démale on Bung's
Point, close to where th&.V.H. was wrecked ; | informed the constable, who too#rge of the body. To the foreman-|
think all the bodies | saw on the beach came frioe©tV.H.

Richard Brown, half-caste, sworn, stated - On Tagsdorning, in company with my brother, | found thealy of a man,
but did not know him; it was about nine o'clockouind the body in Bung's boat harbour; | informlee tonstable, who
took charge of it; it was close to where B&/.H, was wrecked, and where portions of her were whakhore.

John H. Fanning, sworn, stated - | viewed the ®ftiend on the beach, and can recognise those ©fWirHay
Ferguson, Miss Pauline Garrett, and Mr. Adam Newitt

This closed the evidence, and after a short delthmer the jury returned the following verdict:-" Wlad that Elizabeth
Ferguson, Pauline Garrett, Adam Newitt, James §4it, and Oscar (other name unknown) met with thesths through
being on board th&.V.H. when she was wrecked on Bung's Point, Cape Béslamd, on the evening of Sunday, October
13, 1895; and we further are strongly of opinioat th Marine Board enquiry should be institutechia interests of public
safety for the future."



